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Extinélus amabitur. Hor. 
Jo Mr. Firz-AbdAmM. 


CFP CO ENG YI) Am one of thofe benevolent perfons, 
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and not being free of any one cor- 


ay, i & y ° e ee 
GSES 1 Beep poration, like true citizens of the 
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opens a ele a on who having no land of their own, 
y a : 


world, turn all their thoughts to the 
good of the public, and are known 
by the general name of projectors. 

All the good I ever did or thought 
of, was for the public. My fole anxiety has been for 
the fecurity, health, revenue and credit of the public: 
nor did I ever think of paying any debts in my whole 
life, except thofe of the public. This public f{pirit, you 
already fuppofe, has been moft amply rewarded ; and 
perhaps fufpeét that I am going to trouble you with an 
oftentatious boaft of the public money I have touched ; 
of 
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or that I am devifing fome artful evafion of an enquiry 
into the method by which I amafled it. On the con- 
trary, 1 muft affure you that I have carried annually the 
fruits of twelve months deep thought to the treatury, 
pay-office and victualling-office, without having brought 
from any one of thofe places the leaft return of treafure, 
pay, or victuals. At the admiralty the porters can read 
the longitude in my night-gown, as plainly as if the 
plaid was worked into the letters of that word. And $ 
have had the mortification to fee a man with the dullett 
projet in the world admitted to the board, with no o- 
ther preference than that of being a {tranger, while I 
have been kept fhivering in the court. 


ArTer this fhort hiftory of myfelf, it is time I thould 
communicate the project I have to propofe for your par- 
ticular confideration. 


My propofal is, that a new office be erected in this me- 
tropolis, and called the EXTINGUISHING oFFiCE. In 
explaining the nature of this orFice, | fhall endeavour to 
convince you of it’s extraordinary utility: and that the 
{cope and intent of it may be perfectly underftood, I 
beg leave to be indulged in making a few philofophical 


remarks. 


THERE 1s no obfervation more juft or common in ex- 
perience, than that every thing excellent in nature or 
art, has a certain fixed point of perfection, proper to it- 
felf, which it cannot tranfgrefs without lofing much of 
it’s beauty, or acquiring fome blemith. 


Tur period which time puts to all mortal things, is 
brought about -by an imperceptible decay : and whatever 
is once paft the crifis of maturity, affords only the me- 
lancholy profpect of being impaired hourly, and of ad- 
vancing through the degrees of aggravated deformity to 
it’s diflolution. 

WE inconfiderately bewail.a great man, whom death 
has taken off, as we fay, in the bloom of his glory ; and 
yet confefs it would have been happier for Priam, Han- 
nibal, Pompey and the duke of Marlborough, if fate 
had put an earlier period to their lives. 
r 


INSTEAD 
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InsTEAD of quoting a multitude of latin verfes, I re- 
fer you to that part of the tenth fatire of Juvenal, which 
treats of longevity: but I muft defire particularly to 
remind you of the force of the following pafiage ; 


Provida Pompeio dederat Campania Sebres 
Optandas.———— 


It is toa mature refleGtion on the fenfe of this paflage 
that lowe the greateft thought which ever entered the 
brain of a proj iector : and | doubt not, if I could once 
eftablith the orFice in queition, of being able to ftrike 
out from this hint a certain method of practice that would 
be as beneficial to mankind, as it would be new and 
extraordinary. 


Ir has been the ufual cuftom, when old generals have 
worn out their bodies by the toils of many glorious 
campaigns, beauties their complexions by the fatigues 
of exhibiting their perfons, or patriots their confti- 
tutions by the heat of the houfe, to fend them to fome 
purer air abroad, or to Kenfington gravel pits at home : 
but as there is nothing fo juftly to be dreaded as the 
chance of furviving good fame, I am for fending all fuch 
perfons in the zenith of their glory to the fens in Effex. 


As it is with man himfelf, fo likewife thall we find 
it with every thing that proceeds from him. His plans 
are great, juft, and noble; worthy the divine image he 
least, His progreffion paw exccution, Zo a certain point, 
anfwerable to his defigns ; but beyond it, all is weaknefs, 
deformity and difgrace. To be affured of this point, it 
is as neceflary to confult another, as the fick man his 
phyfician to know the crifis of his diftemper: but whom 
to apply to, is the important queftion. A friend is of 
all men living the moft unfit, becaufe good counfel and 
fincere advice are known to produce an immediate dif- 
folution of all focial connexions. The neceflity of a 
new orrice is therefore evident ; which orrice I pro- 
pofe fhall be hereafter executed by commiffion, but firft 
(by way of trial) by a fingle perfon, invefted with proper 
powers, and univerfally ‘acknowledged by the itile and 
title of SWORN EXTINGUISHER. To explain the func- 
tions of this perfon, I fhall relate to you the accident 
which furnifhed the firft hint for what Iam now offer 
ing to your perufal. 

WHENEVER 
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WueEnever I have been fo happy as to be matter of 
acandle, I have obferved that though it has burnt with 
great brightnefs to acertain point, yet the moment that 
the flame has reached that point, it has become lef and lefs 
bright, rifing and falling with great inequalities, tiil at laft 
it has expired in a moft intolerable ftink. In other fami- 
lies, where poverty is not the direétrefs, the candle lives 
and dies without leaving any ill odour behind it ; and this 
by the well-timed application of a machine called an 
EXTINGUISHER. 


Ir is the ufe of this machine that I am defirous of 
extending: and what confirmed me in the project 
was my happening one funday to drop into a church, 
where the top of the pulpit was a deep concave, 
not very unlike the implement above-mentioned. 
The fermon, which had begun and proceeded in a 
regular uniform tenor, gfew towards the latter end 
extremely different ; now lofty, now low, now flafhy, 
now dark In fhort, the preacher and his canopy 
brought fo ftrongly to my mind the expiring candle and 
it’s EXTINGUISHER, that I longed to have the power of 
properly applying the one to the other; and from that 
moment conceived a project of fufpending hollow cones 
of tin, brafs, or wood over the heads of all public fpeak- 
ers, with lines and pullies to lower them occafionally. 





I CARRIED this project to a certain great man, who 
was pleafed to reject it; telling me of feveral devices 
which might anfwer the purpofe better ; and inftancing, 
among many other practices, that.of the Rogin Hoop 
fociety, where the prefident performs the office of an 
EXTINGUISHER by a fingle ftroke of a hammer. In 
fhort, the arguments of this great man prevailed with me 
to lay afide my firft {cheme, but furnifhed me at the 
fame time with hints for a more extenfive one. 


Ar the playhoufe the curtain is not only always ready, 
but capable of EXTINGUISHING at once all the perfons 
of the drama. How many new tragedies might be faved 
for the future, if the curtain was to drop by authority as 
foor. as the heroe was dead! Or how happily might the 
languid, pale and putrid flames of a whole fifth act be 
EXTINGUISHED by the eftablifhment of fuch an orFice! 


In 
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In applying it to epic poetry, I could not but felici- 
tate the author of the Iliad. The ExTINnGuIsHER of 
the Aineid deferves the higheft encomiums Happy 
Virgil! but O wretched Milton! more unhappy in the 
blindnefs of thy commentators, than in thy own! who, 
to thy eternal difgrace, would preferve thy two conclud- 
ing lines, with the fame fuperftition with which the 
GeBeERs venerate the {nuff of a candle, and cry out {a- 
crilege if you offer to extinguifh it ! 





I perceive I fhall wantroom to explain my method 
of EXTINGUISHING Talkers in private companies ; but 
that I may not appear to you like thofe quacks who boaft 
of more than they can perform, let me convince you 
that the attempt is not impracticable, by reminding you 
of Apelles, who ftanding behind one of his pictures, 
liftened with great patience while a fhoemaker was com- 
mending the foot; but the moment the mechanic was 
paffing on to the leg, ftept from his hiding place, and 
EXTINGUISHED him at once with the famous proverb 
in ufe at this day, ‘‘ The fhoemaker muft not go beyond 
<< his laft.” 


But whenever this office is put into commiffion, I 
propofe, for this laft-mentioned branch, to take in a pro- 
er number of ladies ; I mean fuch as drefs in the height 
of the mode ; who being equipped with hoops in the 
utmoft extent of the fafhion, are always provided with an 
EXTINGUISHER ready for immediate ufe. By the ap- 
plication of this machine to the above-mentioned purpofe, 
I fhall have the farther fatisfaction, of vindicating the 
ladies from the unjuft imputation of bearing about them 
any thing ufelefs. And as the Chinefe knew gun- 
powder, the ancients the loadf{tone, and the moderns 
electricity, many years before they were applied to the 
benefit of mankind, it will not appear ftrange if a noble 
ufe be at length found for the Hoop, which has, to be 
fure, till now, afforded mere matter of {peculation. 


I now ExTinGuisu myfelf, and am, fir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
A. B. 


P. & 
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P. S. Ir the above project meets with your approba- 


tion, I fhall venture to communicate another of a na- 
ture not very unlike the foregoing, and in which the 
public is at leaft equally interefted. 


GALENICAL medicines, from the Quantity with which 
the patient was to be drenchéd, have excited of late years 
fo univerfal a loathing, that the faculty muft have loft all 
their practice, if they had not hit upon the method of con- 
tracting the whole force and fpirit of their prefcriptions 
into one chymical DRop or PILL. 


From this hintI would propofe to erect anEW CHAM- 
BER, with powers to abridge all arts and {ciences, hifto- 
ry, poetry, oratory, eflays, Gc. into the fubftance of a 
maxim, apothegm, fpirit of hiftory, or epigram. And 
as a proof of the practicability of this project, I will 
make yourfelf the judge, whether your laft paper on 
HEARERS may not be fully comprifed in the following 
four lines. 


Our fires kept a Fool, a poor hireling, for fate, 

To enliven dull pride with his jefting and prate: 
But, fafhion capricicufly changing it’s rule, 

Now my LorD is the wiT, and bis HEARER the Foou, 
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